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Our Mission:  
 

To provide a Montessori  environment that inspires        

children to reach their potential through meaningful work.  
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Tall Oak Gala 2016 smashes all records!!!  

Thank you so much to all of our parents, 

faculty and volunteers who made this 

year's Gala the most successful ever! Last 

year's event raised $76,000, while this 

year's event surpassed all goals, bringing in 

$110,000 for Oak Farm.   Better yet - 

$43,000 of that will support Lorene's   

Legacy Tuition Grants, beating our goal of 

$25,000 by $18,000! Those funds will    

underwrite grants for 12 

Oak Farm students.  
 

 
Thank you, all, for your           

incredible support of our 

school, our community, and 

our children.   

Save the date for next year's Gala, a return to Parkview's 

Mirro Center, on  Saturday, February 25th, 2017!   



Thank you to our Raffle Sponsors:  

Purchase tickets in the Victorian Farmhouse:  

$10 each or 6 for $50 

Oak Farmõs Strategic Planning Process 

Since administering the Whole School Community Survey in the fall, a team of seven has 

been invited to be part of a Strategic Planning Committee, and we have begun analyzing the 

survey results in order to draft major strategic objectives to guide our school over the 

next three to five years.  The committee work is being facilitated by Keith Sarber of the In-

diana NonProfit Resource Network in Elkhart, IN.   

Strategic Plan Committee members include:  
 

 Erica Dekko, Board of Directors, President 

 Tom Leedy, Oak Farm parent 

 Lauren Moyer, Oak Farm CFO 

 Krissy Mulholland, Oak Farm Director of Admissions 

 Megan OõSullivan, Oak Farm Head of School 

 Anna Outten, Oak Farm parent 

 Bridget York, Middle School Director and ISACS Teacher Representative 
 

Among the areas we are considering as we evaluate the needs of the school are curricu-

lum, programming, facilities, HR, finances, and the potential addition of a high school pro-

gram.   
 

The committee has met twice over the last two months, and will meet twice more to draft 

strategic objectives which will then be presented to the full Oak Farm Board of Directors 

for feedback and approval. The final strategic plan will be published in June.  



Infant & Toddler Program 
What is Discovering Me? 
by: Lori Zacharias, Infant / Toddler Coordinator  

Discovering Me is much more than a playgroup 

or parenting class.  It is an opportunity to bet-

ter understand your child and your role as a 

parent. 
 

Dr. Maria Montessori researched childrenõs 

growth and development.  She believed that 

children have two basic needs: 
 

1.  A bond with their parents. 
2.  Strong support for their growing independ-

ence and sense of self. 
 

Researchers today affirm Dr. Montessoriõs be-

liefs.  At Oak Farm Montessori, we are currently 

offering this program.  While our class is full at 

this time, please let Nan or Lori Z. know if you 

are interested so we can add you to our wait 

list for the next program opportunity.  Research 

studies consistently find that the first three 

years of life are critical to the emotional and in-

tellectual development of a child. During these 

early years, 75 percent of brain growth is com-

pleted. 



Primary Program 

A Hands on Approach  
to Geometry  
By: Tia Matney, Primary One 

Montessori Geometric Solids are beautiful hands 

on sensorial materials. These types of forms are 

wonderful for the stereognostic sense (the process 

of feeling objects and recognizing them based on 

what is felt).  The Geometric Solids prepare a child 

for geometry, brings awareness of three-

dimensional shapes to objects in the environ-

ment and improves concentration, coordination, 

independence and problem solving skills. 

 

Along with the geometrical forms there are many 

different extensions that may be  

applied to help students move from concrete to 

abstract thinking. 

                                                      
In order to give children opportunities to discover 

the world around them, Dr. Montessori created a 

variety of sensorial materials. Geometric solids 

present a fascinating way to teach students about 

our physical environment, introduce the sophisti-

cation and complexity of our surroundings, and 

introduce the reach vocabulary at a very young 

age. Students are always in awe to discover that a 

soccer ball or basketball are nothing more than a 

sphere, and a football is nothing less than ellipsoid. 

Did you know that you can find a rectangular 

prism, a triangular prism, a square-based pyramid, 

and even a cylinder in your living room, bedroom 

or bathroom? Students always enjoy a journey 

around the classroom to find out how many cu-

bes, cones, or cylinders they can find. And what 

can be more intriguing than trying to create one of 
these geometric solids yourself? The world is giv-

en to a child at this point. It is in his hands, and 

only through a huge mental work and tremendous 

amount of concentration a child is able to problem 

solve many steps involved in the process of creat-

ing a 3D version of a solid.  

What is a  

Geometric Solid?   
This material is beautifully     

displayed on a tray in the      

Primary classroom. The set      

includes ten solid forms: 
 

Cube 

Cylinder 

Cone 

Sphere 

Ovoid 

Ellipsoid 

Rectangular prism 

Triangular prism 

Square-based pyramid 

Triangle-based pyramid 



Lower Elementary 

Our Odyssey into Read Aloud 
by: Suzy Ulmer, Lower One 

After Holiday break, the Green Farmhouse began to tackle the 

classic Odyssey by Homer. What a journey it has been!  Luckily, 

we had the adaptation by Mary Pope Osborne, the renowned au-

thor of the Magic Treehouse series.  The goal of read aloud in the 

Lower Elementary classroom is multifaceted.  

We hope to: 
engage the listener in quality literature., model fluency and 

intonation, expand the listenerõs vocabulary, encourage 

thoughtful discussion about a book, teach the elements of 

stories and apply to our writing, teach and practice strate-

gies for comprehension, expand the listenerõs knowledge 

of place and time and connect to our culture curriculum, practice listening skills and auditory processing 

strategies, build upon community and peace keeping skills, and model and encourage a lifelong love of read-

ing. 
 

We focus on story elements such as plot, setting, and characters using the comprehension strategies of visualiza-

tion and determining importance. After each chapter, we write on an index card a summary of what happened. At 

the end of this epic tale, we will arrange the summary cards onto a òClimbing Story Mountainó( aka Freytagõs pyra-

mid) for the purpose of discussing plot .  We attempt to marry our study of the Fundamental Needs of Man to the 

Odyssey by discussing and charting how the Ancient Greeks met their needs such as clothing, shelter, and trans-

portation. Finally, we visualize and draw each character on a collaborative poster, categorizing them by mythologi-

cal god or goddess, mortal humans, monsters, and inhabitants of the Land of the Dead. 

òI like the Odyssey because they always go 

back to Circe for guidance but sometimes Odys-

seus doesnõt listen but he always gets saved be-

cause heõs really brave.  The ending of each 

chapter makes you want to know what happens 

next.ó  

Here is what the students are 

saying about the book:  

òThe part I love is when they went back to the 

wind god and he got really mad and then one of 

the men opened up the bag and Odysseus and 

his men were near home but the wind blew them 

back to the wind god.ó - Grace, 1st grade  

òThere are a bunch of monsters and I like when 

Odysseus and his men get past most of the mon-

sters.  My favorite monster is Polyphemus, the 

cyclops.ó  - Gretchen, 2nd grade  

Some of our other favorite read aloud stories:  
My Fatherõs Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannet 

Love, Ruby Lavender by Deborah Wiles 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo 

The BFG by Roald Dahl 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 



Upper Elementary 

Mentoring Those Around Us 
by: Jamie Worman, Upper One 

At Oak Farm, our students spend their days in multi-age class-

rooms. There are many benefits of the multi-age environ-

ments. Learning collaboratively, developing a strong sense of 

community, learning to accept similarities and differences 

among peers, and increased self-confidence to name a few. 

Peer mentoring is an essential leadership skill. As teachers, we 

have opportunities to observe leadership happening naturally 

in our classrooms. As we watch our students respectfully in-

teract with younger ones, we see their true potentials unfold.  

 

òThe child is both a   

hope and a promise for       

mankind.ó  
 - Dr. Maria Montessori 

Welcome Back Friends! 
Oak Farm alumna Megan Green (Class of 

2012) will be completing her senior internship 

at Oak Farm. Megan has been accepted di-

rectly to Indiana University Bloomington's   

education program for next year, and is    

completing senior internships at both        

Churubusco Elementary and Oak Farm to 

compare traditional and Montessori educa-

tional approaches.   Megan will be working in 

Lower 2 with Debbie and Ines, and in Upper 1 

with Jamie and Carmela.   
 

 

 

 

              Welcome Back, Megan!  

Save the Date: March 17 �³ Oak Farm Alumni Night!  
Parents always ask: óHow will my child transition to traditional high school after attending 

Oak Farm?ó  Well, come hear the answer straight from the source!  Oak Farm graduates 

have been invited to come share their experiences of transitioning from Oak Farm into vari-

ous High Schools in the area.   
 

If you are interested in coming to this event ñplease contact the school.  Either Nan or Macy 

can take your RSVP.  We are working on childcare fore for this event still, more details will 

be shared in future Community Memos.  
 

Thursday, March 17, 2016     ~       TIME:  6:00 - 7:30      ~     LOCATION: Middle School  


